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UFO Study

Program
In Mal{ing

UA’s McDonald
Backs Project

A mnational program for in-
vesligating and evaluating sight-
ings of UFOs was reported in ihe
making today and the proposal
met enthusiastic endorsement
from Tucson's James E. Me-
Donald,

righted story, said it has learned
that the University of Colurado

iz expected fomorrow from Dr.

tary.

in response o criticism from
Congress and the public regard-

strange objects n the sky,

The Post slory came a day
after McDonald, a University of
Arizona physicist, criticized the
Air Force for "supc.rlicial and

; frequently absurd™ reporis on

UFQ investigations,

its ‘disclosure is “‘quite unre-

| jlated” to his criticisms of the
| | Air Force UFO probes.

| THE POST said: It is ex-| with whom he talked really saw
| pected the new project, financed | Something and these most prob-

gy a special appropriation, will | 8bly were space ships on probes
.| be headed by Dr. Edward U.

Condon, inlernationally known

versity of Colorado. He will di-

| {rect & leam authorized to pro-
" | vide quick, in-deplh investiga-

tion of selected UFQ sightings.
The team will provide uncen-
sored evaluation of the inci-
dents.

izations and scientists through-
out the United Slates are ex-
pected to be recruited for the
fm ram designed o quiet pub-
ie fears regarding strange ob-

Continued Page 4

theoretical physicist at the Uni-

Universities, scientific organ-{ 4}, 57

BY UA PHYSICIST

One of the world's leading at-

will head the program. The Post mospheric physicists, McDoanld
said the official announcement

spent the past six months ex-

“There is quite strong evi-
dence supporting the hypothesis

ing the handling of reports of that UFD's are exira-terresirial

vehicles,” McDonald said today.
“FURTHERMORE, there are
they are engaged in something

of the nature of reconnaissance.
I regard this as the No. 1 prob-

[ McDunalP‘d sab-‘cd the Air Force |!em before science.”
.| program has been in the plan- ici
ning stage for many months and p.;,r“’f,.,“"r'ﬁ,'fl i

xplanations sim-
fit ds of

Study Indicates
UFOs From

Outer Space

By JOHN RIDDICK
itizen Stafl Writer

There is a serious possibility that visitors from ouler
space are on reconnaissance of the earth with “fying
saucers,”” Dr. James E. McDonald, University of Ari-
zona physicist, believes after intensive research on the
The Denver Post, in a copy- highly controversial issue.

ploring the Unidentified Flying | ;8
Harold Brown, Air Force secre. | Obiect (UFO) reports. He pre. |
viously had investipated inci-||§

THE STORY said the new ap- dents here for a decade.
proach to UFQs appeared to be |,

certain patterns that suggest|:

= B

o

il hato
Dr. James McDonald

creditably reported UFOs, said
McDonald. He is convinced that
dozens of reliable, sane people

from elsewhere,

McDonald first presented his
findings yesterday before his
scientific colleagues at a phys-
ics colloquium on the UA cam-
pus.

He said that the fact that
scientists bad not given the
TUFO data “any appreciable at-
tention” was a “scandal" and
‘‘we are coilectively
delinquent for taking argument
from authority."

HE GAVE more savere criti-
cism to the authority — the U.S.
Air'Force which has had the of-

ficial i v arganization
for two decades. This is Project
2!#511005: at  Wright-Patterson

After looking through the
Bluebook records and investigat-
ing 150 reports in detail, MeDo-
nald decided the reports are
“almost invariably superficial
and frequently absurd.”

Although there are creditable
reporis of UFOs going back Lo
the 1880¢, the subject of flying
saticers burst upon public con-
sclousness on June 24, 19047,
when a pilot saw nine discs
“skimming along like saucers
over water."”

A PRIMARY Air Force con-
cern at first was whether the
UFOs were something hostile.
To resolve this, a blue ribhon

sonnel were resiricted from re-

are

panel of scienlisis led by Cal
Tech physicist H. P. Roberlson
was formed in 1953 and it de-
cided (hey were nob.

Thereafter, the official policy
of the government became Lo
“debunk™ the UFO issue, said
McDonald. And Air Force per-

leasing information on pain of
fine and imprisonment.

Project Bluebook is in the For-
eign  Technology division at
Wright Patlerson. The Air Foree
says that of its 10,000 cases, 4
to 5 percent are not expiained.
McDonald said that he believes
the percentage is closer to half,

After sludying the records,
McDonald said, he found ex-
planalions given that are mete-
orologically impossible—such as
results of lightning on clear
nighis.

THE EFFECT of the debunk-
ing is that the UFO issue is in
ridicule and people are afraid
either Lo sludy it or reporl on
them.

“Many people told me that
they have been suhject {o such
ridicule and pestering that they
will never repart another UFO,”
said McDonald.

To a _greal extent, McDonald

was left with the extra-terres-
trial theory by a process of
iminating the other hypath

given. X
He said that the five efficial
Continued Page 4
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