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If there were even a slim possibility that the Earth were under extraterrestrial
surveillance in any form, that would be a matter of the greatest scientific
importance, warranting the most rigorours investigation. In fact, the evidence
that seems to point to the conclusion that UFOs could be such devices is far from
negligible; yet because of the history fo the official and scientific response to the
earlier UFO reports, we continue to see mainly neglect or ridicule on this
intriguing question.
After examining around a thousand UFO reports and directly interviewing several
hundred witnesses in selected UFO cases of outstanding interest, and after
weighing alternative hypotheses, I find myself driven steadily further toward the
position that the extraterrestrial hypothesis is, of course, not original with me; it
has been urged for many years by persons knowledgeable with respect to the
UFO problem, who spoke from outside scientific circles. Our collective failure to
examine scientific aspects of the UFO problem will, I fear, be held against the
scientific community when the full dimensions of the UFO evidence come to be
recognized.
The type of UFO reports that are most intriguing, and point most directly to an
extraterrestrial hypothesis, are close-range sightings of machine-like objects of
unconventional nature and unconventional performance characteristics, seen at
low altitudes, and sometimes even on the ground. The general public is entirely
unaware of the large number of such reports that are coming from credible
witnesses because ridicule and scoffing have made most witnesses reluctant to
report openly such unusual incidents. When one starts searching for such cases,
their numbers are quite astonishing. Also, such sightings appear to be occurring
all over the globe.
The sooner we take a serious new stance and confront the UFO question with
adequate scientific talent and staffing, the less embarrassing will be the ultimate
admission that we have been overlooking a problem of potentially enormous
scientific importance to humanity.

